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Awareness and qualia of illusion: A preliminary report

Akiyoshi Krraoka

Ritsumeikan University*

The study of visual illusion has been ignoring the awareness or qualia of illusion. However,
the perception of visual illusion is based upon the awareness of illusion (Tanaka, 1998, 2000). If
observers are not aware of the discrepancy between the physical feature and the appearance of an
object, the distorted image is not at all illusion. Qualia are also related to illusion. Actually,
illusory figures give several pieces of qualia specific to illusion, e.g. “beauty” (Noguchi &
Rentschler, 1999) or “motion feeling”. Yet the transmission of the qualia to other people might be

difficult since qualia are just subjective.

Thus, those who try to study illusion in terms of

consciousness need not only abilities of art and science but also the ability of “rhetoric”.
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Figure 1. The Miiller-Lyer illusion. The horizon-
tal line segment in the upper figure appears to be

longer than that in the lower figure though they
are identical in length.
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Figure 2. The Zbollner illusion. The horizontal,
parallel lines appear to tilt clockwise or counter-
clockwise in the direction of acute-angle expan-
sion.
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Figure 3. An example of the spiral illusion. The
concentric arrays of dots appear to form spirals.
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Figure 4. An anomalous motion illusion hidden in
the Zollner illusion. The inset appears to move.

Figure 5. An anomalous motion illusion hidden in
the Café Wall illusion. The gray lines are actu-
ally parallel to each other but appear to tilt (=
Café Wall illusion), while the blocks of Café Wall
bricks appear to move.
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Figure 6. The reversal of the Zollner illusion or
the “indirect effect”. The vertical illusory line
appears to tilt counterclockwise in the direction
of acute-angle contraction.
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