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Figure 6 An example of anomalous motion illusion. The inner square region appears to
move. The vertical retinal slip generates horizontal illusory motion, while the horizontal
retinal slip gives rise to vertical illusory motion. This image is an illusion design 'Autumn color
swamp' © Akiyoshi Kitaoka 2000.
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Figure 7 The color changing illusion. When observers approach the image fixating at the
center, the ring appears to be more reddish. This image is an illusion design 'Heat' © Akiyoshi
Kitaoka 2003.
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Figure 8 An example of the extinction illusion. Yellow dots appear to extinguish in the
peripheral vision. This image is an illusion design 'Asagao' © Akiyoshi Kitaoka 2003.
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Figure 10 Cherry blossom near the Hankyu Arashiyama station in the spring of 2003.
(— P687)

Figure 9 An example of the waving illusion. The form appears to be wavy as well as does
illusory motion. This image is an illusion design 'Primrose's field' ©) Akiyoshi Kitaoka 2002.
(— P686)

Figure 11 Autumn color in the Tenryu-ji temple in the autumn of 2002.
(— P687)
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Gestalt and Aesthetics of Visual Illusion
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Akiyoshi Kitaoka (Ritsumeikan University)

Abstract

Visual illusion refers to the phenomenon that the percept of an
object is different from its physical dimensions or properties.
Nevertheless, it belongs to normal perception, nothing more or less.
It does not include any special Gestalt. However, in my opinion,
visual illusion has two pieces of unique qualia. One is beauty, and

the other is a feeling of ‘unstability’. These ideas are discussed.
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Figure 1 The Miiller-Lyer illusion. A line segment appears to be shorter than it is
when fins are attached in both ends inward (upper panel), while it appears to be
longer when fins are attached in both ends outward (lower panel).

Figure 2 The Jastrow illusion. When an arc is placed inside another arc of the
same size, the former appears to be larger than the latter.
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Figure 3 The Ponzo illusion. When an object is placed near the apex of
converging lines, it appears to be larger.

Figure 4 The Lipps illusion. The three line segments in the central column are
actually parallel, but the central one appears to rotate counterclockwise as
compared with the other two.
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Figure 5 The spiral illusion. In this figure, concentric gray lines appear to be
spirals. This figure is based upon the Cafée Wall illusion.
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